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CONGRESS OP THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 



Testimony taken before the 
Subcommittee of the Committee 
on. Un-Araerlcan Activities, 
Washington, D. c. 




Room 618, 
Mlramar Hotel, 
Santa Monica, California. 
Saturday, December 7, 1957. 
10:00 o'clock a. m. 



BEFORE* . 

HONORABLE DONALD L. JACKSON, Committee Member. 
ALSO PRESENT t 

WILLIAM WHEELER, ESQ. , Counsel and Committee Investigate 
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Interrogation of DAVID HBILW8IL, at 10:00 o'clock a. *. , 

Saturday, December 7, 1957 > at the Mlraaar Hotel, Stat 
Jtanlea, California. Nr. William Wheeler, Committee 
Investigator, conducted the following interrogation: 

EXAMINATION .• 

BY MR. WHEELER: 

Q. . State your name, please. — — ~ 

'A: DavId^Heilweii . ^ 

X^-, — WfceTe~alnd~~w!»n~were you bom? 

A. In Norwich, Connecticut, September 12, 1957. 

Q. Do you presently reside in the city of Los Angeles? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What has been your educational background? 

A. I went to Cornell university and received a BS 
degree, and, subsequently, an MA degree. 

Q. And your employment record, in brief? 

A. Well, working backwards, I worked for Four Star 
Films, Columbia Pictures, CBS Television in Hew York, Waaont 
Television in New York, and before' that, I was in business for 
myself as a theatrical producer for many years. 

Q. Your occupation is that of theatrical producer? 

A. Producer, theatrical, motion pictures and television, 

Q. Now, you are appearing here voluntarily today, is 
that correct? 

A, That's right. 




1 ,v - \^;-»5^ 



**■ ^Presented 



by coun 



yeu ever been m 

4* An* when did jou join? 

ass «-^T^T" 



than 19*3, ap pcag^ . 

spring or fall? 



ABC 



X » in May. 

^ and when did you leav. * h- / „ 

jrwu xeave the Coawuniat Party? 

10 the spring of »46. 

Q * ^ -rved in the Ar^ d Porcefl? 

X * 1 W " *» the Ar«y Air Force* for two v 

two «onth.. "° years • aa l 

& And what were the datea? 

* I wa. called to active duty March, 1944, and was 
roloased May, 1945. ana 1,88 

Q ' H0W ' tVOm *"° h > *° May, i 946 , did you have 

any contact with the Party? 

*o, I didn»t. 

You weren't actuallv » M . ,k ^ 
of ti„, 7 ^ dUrln e •** Period 

4. Mo. 

& Well, that leaves the period of 

*^x*ioa of time you were a 
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member of the Communist Party from May, 19^3 to March, 194 
approximately ten months, and then, after your discharge 1 

May, 19*6, until a short period of time thereafter? 
A. That's right. 

Q. In what city did you Join the Communist Party? 
A. In Los Angeles. 

Q. And what were the events that lejd_jb_o__your -member^ 



ship? 




-A. I-enTJSte^TljrtheAi^ Force in 1942, and was put 

in a reserve status. This happened in New York; and while 
waiting to he called to active duty, I cam* to Los Angeles 
and got a Job working at the Actors Lab in Hollywood, and 
it was wl|lle I was working at the Actors Lab that I was 
approached, and joined the Communist Party. 

Q. what caused you to apply for work at Actors Lab? 
Did you have the Job before you came to Los Angales? 

A. Ho, I came to Los Angeles because I had never been 
to California, and I didn't know how long I would have to 
wait before being called to the Army* and while in Los 
Angeles, and since I was quite Interested in the theater and 
had worked in it before, I somehow found myself around this 
•ehool of the theater, and was offered a Job there, 

Q. Did you keep that employment till you were Inducted 
into the Army? 

A. Tea, as I recall, I worked there' until the day I 
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was called. ' : f * 

Q. Did yon raeaiwe honorable disefcarfi «£• 1* 
A. Taa. 

Q. Mow, who do you giro credit,** who la the respoa 
sible paraon for taking you Into taa Co— pnlat Party? - 
A. I triad to raeall tha exact paraon who aakad m 

Join, and I think It was tha executiye_seerejLarr-of— the-- — 
— Actors LW iF tha tlaa , whoso nana la Helen Slots. - - 



-Q« And-TW[ro~~you assigned to a unit of tha Cusawmlst 



Party? 

A. A branch, yas. 

Q. And what typo of paoplo wera In this branch; ©*plo 
ment-wise? 

A. Well, It was a kind of a miscellaneous group of 
people. I wasn't a writer, director, or producer, and those 
groups, I know, were put in branches together. 

Q. There were people that were related to the motion 

picture Industry? 

A. They were related to the motion picture industry 
in miscellaneous capacities, and that seemed to be the 
category I fit into at the time. . 

Q. Did you hold any office in the branch at any time? 

A. I don't recall that I did, but there were many 
little offices, and I may have had a job, an office, at one 
time or another, like literature director. 
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Q. Did you ever attend any Conssunist Party 'schools 

A. I attended class, classes, but I don't recall ai 
formal school; small groups of six — 

Q. Was this an Indoctrination? 

A. Part of the training, after {joining. 

Q. Do you recall who the lecturers were? 

A. No, I don't. 

QT And who were the members of your_group_.,_.as-wel-l — 

as— you-recaiX?"""" 

A. You have to help me refresh ray memory. There was 
Fred : Graff. 

Q. You might mention the occupation of these people, 

too. 

A. Fred Graff was an actor. Mora and George Helgren. 
I don't know what they did for a living. Norman Jacobs, who 
wanted to be a writer. Faith Slliott , who was an apprentice 
cutter. Who else did I recall? 

Q. Barbara Myers? 

A. Barbara Myers, who was the wife of a writer, Henry 
Myers* wife. 

Q. Do you recall Paul Villard? 

A. Villard, he was an entertainer, night club enter- 
tainer. 

Q. Was Arnold Manoff a member of this group? 
A. I don't, know that he was a member of that 





« 



of the Party. 



1 $B What d. , 

- TO knowledge? 

A *tt, It mmr be tw r 
o W.. M ^ ** *■ •* on. or th. 

Q * * ^ meeting hlM ln th# CojMaj ^ ^ ^ 

Harjorie Potts Mc0re*o r ^ 
A Y..-T-* — ' d ° *» *1 

" ' °°' ah. h. d aom 

in th. p^y T orriciai capacity 

7 d °n»t recall what it was. 

Y * 8 ' th «y writer. . 

*** of the groupt 

*>t that specific group. 

SaWe 8i *««tion exists here as it d« 

' «s it does with 
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A. 

A. 

Q. 

Manoff? 



* I would imagine so. t ^ ^ 

all ^ow the writers 

811 in th « aaae branch. * 

^ Did you meet Dicfc Collins «« 
muni.t Party? ' ~ ' 8 * the Com- 

X * ^s, i did. 
And his wife? 

A ' Yes. she was a member of the s a »- k 
wasntt san » branch; he 

aSn *' ^ Comingore. 

Q ' KatftW «^ you know her? 
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" 8 
A. Ho. 

Q. Mary Jo, Ellis? 

A. She was a member of my branch. She was an actres 

Q. Norma and Ben Barzman? 

A. I recall their membership. . 

Q. Now, why did you join the Communist Party; what 

interest did it have for you? _ 

— - — Ai TStnbhV^tirae, I was comparatively young, twenty-fivi 
_and-J&e_Ac*ors-LetrT^ theater people 

who had persuasive ways about them. They were all very 
wrapped up in the world situation at the time, and they used 
our alliance with Russia in the war effort as a strong selliri 
point, what they seemed to stand for was not in contradic- 
tion to the aims of the United States at the time, and I 

* 

guess they convinced me that what the Communist Party was 
trying to do was a worthwhile thing, and I went along with 
it. The prime issue was the war effort, and the Actors Lab 
helped in the war effort, in that they would take plays up 
to the various Array camps around the Los Angeles area, and 
entertain the men. This seemed to be a respectable endeavor: 
I was part of that endeavor, as the stage manager of the 
Actors Lab, and everything that they stood for seemed to fit 
in with the aims of the country. 

Wt. WHEELER: For the record, the Actors Laboratory was 
approved by the @nlted States Government under the a. I. Bill 
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for school aid. It Is fait* tm tt*t tUt is rs lift reli< 
upon Actors Laboratory for theatrical sheira at »a#ii Hot 
only In the iftiited States, but oversets* 

BY MR* WHKELER: 

Q. Mow, where did you »rve In the Army, what locatloi 
A. I was stationed in Ooldsboro, North Carolina; 

Sioux Palls, South Dakota; and Scott yield, Illi^eiau_- — 



~Q" Where were you releasedt 

-A. ^rot^SS&^TVlel^ Fllon't recill — Jefferson 



Barracks, as a natter of fact, which is right outside of 

St, Louis, 

Q. Did you return to Los Angeles after discharge? 
A* No, I went to New York. 

Q. And did you renew your membership in the Communist 

Party? 

A. Yes, I did, for a very short time/ 

Q« And how did you get in contaet with the Party ther<|? 

A. As I recall, I ran into someone who I had known 
from Los Angeles, and he urged me to come around. 

Q. Did he have knowledge of your prior Communist Parts 
membership? 

A. Yes, he did. 

Q. Well, how did he have that knowledge, do you know? 
A. I don't recall who it was,, but it must have been 
someone who had been in the Communist Party out here in Los 
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10 

Angeles , who had subsequently moved to Hew York. I do 
remember at whose house the two or three meetings were helc 
in New York. 

Q* You attended only two or three meetings? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Whose house were they in? 

i 

A. Betty Winkler, who was a radio actress. 



Did" you know Betty Winkler* s husband? 

the-time~7~~she . wasn't married. She was going 
with George Keane, an actor. 
Q. Was he a member? 

A. He was a member, too, and subsequently, they got 
married . 

Q. How many were in this group in New York? 
A. I would guess about fifteen people. 
Q. Were they all theatrical people? 
A. Yes, they were. 

Q. Do you recall the identity of any of the others? 

A. Elliott' .Sullivan. 
Q. An actor? 

A. An actor; Warren Stevens, an actor, and his wife, 
whose name I don't remember. I don't remember any of the. 
others . 

* Q. Well, now, what led you to drop the Communist Part 
after this short re -association with them? 



aoeut the Party ud what I thought It 
sho thought It stood for, «n<} i think 
tha*'*- hi* ess* to the oenolusion that I 4idn*t go alone 
«£ifc the Party, by the time I sot out of tha Army, -but per- 
^P»^t-«aTT5^n^ffort to re-affim my conclusion 
dj.d_ take up with the" l*rtV~again fop that short parlod of 



tis». - 

When I did, I found that I didn't agree with anything 
that tha Party stood for, and that It was trying to do. In 
faot, I eana to tha conclusion that it was a dastructive 
Influonco in America, and I wanted no part of it, and so I 
disassociated myself with the Papty. 

Q. You want to Cornell; you ware studying agriculture 
weren't yout 
A* Yes. 

Q. How did you get started in the theatrical field? 

A. Well, in my second year I started working in the 
theater there, and became quite interested in it, and worked 
in tha theater for all my undergraduate time. When I gradu- 
ated, % went to the graduate school as a student in the 
drama department, and there got my Master's Degree. 

(At this point , the witness, David Heilweil, was swow. 



1 

2 
S 
4 
6 
6 
1 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
28 
24 

as 



CONtRESSMAN JACKSON: The witness Heilweil appeared ii 
Room 6l8, Miramar Hotel, Santa Monica, California, at 10: OC 
a. m., Saturday, December 7th, and the oath was administers 
by Representative Donald Jackson. 

(Witness temporarily excused. 

Interrogation of HOWARD COSTIGAN, Room 618* Jjiramar Hefeeir- 



"SintaTtenica, California. Oath administered byCongres 



. . — man-^na3jcFXr~Jackson, following which Kr. William 

Wheeler, Committee Investigator, conducted the following 
interrogation t 

EXAMINATION 

B¥ MR. WHEELER: 

Q. / State your name, please. 
" A. Howard Cost igan. 

Q. Mr* Costigan, you previously testified before the 
Committee, is that correct? 

A. Tea, air. 

Q. I would like to ask you if you know Harold Dunleavjj? 

A. Tea, I have known him since about 1935. 

Q. Well, would you relate to the Sub-Committee, please 
your full and complete knowledge of Mr. Dunleavy, and the 
aotivitiea he engaged in in the state of Washington? 
j t - A. Tea. I first met Mr. Dunleavy, who, by the way, 
i's generally known as Hal, H-a-l — in fact, I don't ever 
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roKrttf his toeing oalled 
first instant, ha «m lafe*^^*^-^.' 
Shorter of «te Chnreh of the Peeslo, a liberal left 'iift^i 
In Seattle, and, subsequently, whoa X eeea*» firat «chqUw 

x » << >. 

secretary of the C n — nns i a lth fcuildors ef the state of Wash 
ington, Dunleavy uMoittfd himself with the organisation as 
became an active functionary In the G< 



Whan, later, tha Commonwealth Builders was expanded ti 



become the Washington Commonwealth Federation, and X became 
its executive secretary, Mr. Dunleavy worked in ay office In 
Seattle. Mr. ^unleavy was, during that period of tine, 
associated quite closely with the Communist Party. Vow, X 
say "associated 1 * because, to ray direct knowledge, X nerer 
sat In a closed Communist Party meeting with Mr. Dunleavy. 
However, the district organizer of the Communist Party at 
the time, Morris Rapport, as he was familiarly known, but 
whose true name, I subsequently learned, was Rappaport, 
R-a-p-p-a-p-o-r-t, with whom I was in close association, 
would refer to Mr. Dunleavy as an unreliable member of tha 
Communist Party. 

Since my office staff at the time I speak of , in 1935* 
'36, became more infiltrated, and after — at the beginning 
of 1936 became completely Communist, as far as I knew, Dun- 
leavy, who was a member of the general staff of the organi- 
zation at that time, in all probability would not have been 
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14 

In the office if he had not been a member of the Party — 
I must explain, as I have in ray previous testimony, that I 
was under general orders from the Party not to meet with 
any other Communist as a member of the Party, except at the 
district level; that is, I was coopted. onto the district 
bureau, and met only with those as known Communists to me 
who met with me at the district bureau meetings. Dunleavy 

was never at a district. Jaureau-mcettngT " 

Now, I believe that IXinleavxJ.ef-k_Seat^ 



and came to San Francisco, and it was my impression that one 
of the reasons he went to San Francisco was because of his 
lack of cooperative spirit, as far as the northwest district 
of the Communist Party was concerned, whether or not he has 
been associated with the Communist Party since that time, I 
do not know. 

I do recall, of course, that, subsequent to his leaving 
Seattle, he was divorced from his them wife, who was the 
sister of a University of Washington professor, Ralph Ound- 
lach, 'who was not only a member of the Communist Party, but 
operated under the discipline of the Communist District 
Bureau, and I had reason to believe that she; too, was a 
member of the Communist Party at that time. 

Q. Have you seen Nr. Dunleavy in recent years* 
A. Yes, I have seen him In San Francisco en. several 
occasions, and the fact is that I am sure:^hat-;?tev Bwliwjtesaf^ 
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X. i«n, upon reflection r ^.t, ~~ 

n ' 1 would »•«*»• that Mlchas 



-B. * * th , w ho ^a eloaoiy aeeoolate d with Mn tT^ ^ 

*h. *4 ^ Dunleavy at 

tita tla», and who i« _ 

w«© la now, i understand, a resident in 

«nd who waa a «e*w ^ *u 

° f th# l«gi«lative body 1„ 

Washington state h* „ 

ta, h. wa. actually . repre.ont.tlve from 

County Legislative District w»i„h 

thi. * Sllps «* 

tM * who kept up a clo«. 

_ P UP a cloae «««oclatlon with Mr. 

Dunleavy over the year. 

year., they were both In San Francisco 

•* th ° MB * «nd Mr. Smith has tai* 

omxva nas told me on several 

1 ' ~ 1 * — ina ioate a to me thet 

*• Dunl ««»y «><3 he hed the seme dif .... 
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secretary of the CIO, which was called the Washington State 
Industrial Union Council, knew Mr. Dunleavy in the *36 per- 
iod and, I am sure, would have information. 

(Witness excused . ) 

Interrogation of DAVID HEILWEIL, Room 6l8, Miramar Hotel, 

Santa Monica, California, resumed. Oath previously 

a^fiSMsteredl toy Congressman Donald L. Jackson. Mr. 
Wi l-Mara-Wheelei*7~Coraii 1 1 e e Investigator, conducted the 
following further interrogation: 

EXAMINATION . 
BY MR. WHEELERS 

Q. . After you returned to New York, I have a reference 
here that you were a member of the Theater Chapter of the 
American Veterans Committee, is that correct? 
A. Yes. 

f' 

Q. And what led you into the American Veterans Com- 
mittee, that particular service organization? 

A. Oosh, I don't know. It was a veterans 1 organiza- 
tion, and — 

Q. Vell> the reason I asked you, it was considered a 
Cemmtmiat -dominated veterans 1 organization. Now, whether 
this particular ohapter that I am asking you about was, I 
have ne knowledge of that. 

A. X had no knowledge of it at the time, I would say, 
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10 I African-Russian C©«a*ttee f*, 



*4ioal Aid to ff.s.a,R? 

*> *>, but I„ aure lt , _ 
~«*ng to ^ h tb% ~ it 

whowa.t*.^ ~ nl " t ^•ICh.kho., 

*«» th. heed of the Chekhov Tfae.t^ 

Ut ' ^ ne < ^o allowed hi^eir to « t < J 
q ±™*9±r to get involve* 

* 00 m ■-"-«*■. or . c^u.^ 

faction within the a»**,^. „ . 

I don't know, 
" ytxu know Joe Bernard? 
he was an actor, 
h. . or tM, group i„ „ 9W rork? 

I believe so. 

Ho* long were you . ^ of th . 



Q. 

4. 

Q. 
a. 

Q. 



20 

Coasaittee? 

A. I don't recall. 

Q. When did, you come to California? 

A. To California? 

Q. Yea, after you were, discharged from the Army. 
A. Two year a ago, two and a half years ago. 
Q. You weren't a member two and a half years _ago.«_ „ 
were~you? " 
A. H©r-nor~the" American Veterans Committee, I must 

have joined shortly after I got out of the Army in *46, and 

I 

perhaps a year 1 — I don't remember disassociating formally. 
I don't remember being in an organization that had very many 
meetings, or regular functiona. As far as I knew, it was 
formed to help those veterans who had worked in the theater 

/ • 
/ ■ 

b#fare th» war, 

Q. Old you know Julian Ross? 
A. Mo. 

Q. Al Sussraan? 
A. Me. 

i 

Q. ; John Htnpy Faulk? 

' * i ■ 

, Q. John Randolph? 

il 

! Yea, I knew him. 

/ .$/ Was he — 

/ J 

| ^ He was a member of the same Communist Party branch 



In Mew Tork, aeter. 
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a. 


I*rry Gb#it? 


a. 


M*« 


Q- 


lichard Cretan? 


A. 


Mo. 


Q. 


Arthur Kaufman? 


A. 


He. 


Q. Larry Kane? 



Q. Arthur Cortheur? 
A. Ho , 



A. 



A. 

Q. 
A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 



Jerry Ginsberg? 
Ho. 

Sam Wanamaker? 
I knew him as an aotor. 
An actor only? 
Only. 

Robert Donley? 
Ho, I didn«t know him. 
Alan Hanson? , 

Yes, I knew him, and he was a member of that same 
branch, an actor. 

Q. Earl Sydnor, S-y-d-n-o-r? 
A. No. 

Q. Hal Gerson? 
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I knew him as someone working in the theater s 



and that's all. 



Q. Benjamin, jErving? 

A. Also as an actor around New York, and that's all 

Q. Stanley Ackerraan? .; 

A. Don't recall of him. 

Q. Sid Bernstein* known as. Buddy. Burnside? 

A. No, I didn't know him. ; 



Q. Benny Leavy? 

A. No. 

Q. Nat Hlken? 

A. I know who he is, but never knew him. 

Q. Charles Dubin? 

A. Knew him around New York as someone working in the 

theater, but that's all. 

Q. Walter Bernstein? 

A. The same. 

Q. John T. McManus? 

A. Didn't know him. 

Q. Hannah Dorner? 

A. Don't know her. 

Q. Leonard Bernstein? ! 

A. Just know who he is. 

Q. He is a big conductor? 

A. Conductor and composer. 
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A. mem Mi ii in actor* 
ilia* lfelW»n? 



A. 
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, m octrois iround. 



John Karley? 



V 



A, in let or. 

-Q. Bert^freed?- 
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A. 

A. 



A. Actor, didn't know him in connection with any of 
then other thingi. 

Q* Bernie Homo? 
A. Don't know him. 
Q. Herman Levin? 

Only as i producer; he produced "My Fair Lady, " 
Hal Gerson? 

You mentioned him. He was Oarson Renin's assistant 
and that's how I knew him. 
Q. Mary Tuvira? 
A. Don't know her. 
Q. Cy Harrice? 

Don't know him. 
Eli^Tallaoh? 

Only know him as an actor. 
John Aaron? 
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A. 



24 



4 
5 

6 

7 

8 



9 
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A. 

A. 



A. 
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Don't know him. 
Sylvia Siegler? 

I know her as a friend, but thatr's all, 
Murray Roman? 
Didn't know him. 
Bernard Olazer? 
Don't know him. 

-Soft iSiivsi*nmxj y~ ~ "~ ~ ~ T ~ ^ 
Don't know. 
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Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q« 

A. 

Q. 

A. 



Irving Rockmore? 
Don't know. 
Elizabeth Mitchell? 
t Don't know. 
Ronnie Gibson? 

» 

Don't know. 
Saul Walker? 
Mo. 

Rosalind Hoffman? 
Don't know her. 
Alice. Jayson? 
Don't know. 
Anita Orannis? 
Don't know her. 
Barry stavia? 

I know him vary wll, produced . pi. y h . „ ote 
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Q. m Lmp at Midnight "T 
A. Yes. X don't know that X had any contact with hi 
other than that. 

Q. You didn't know hip as a fart? member? 

A. No. 

Q. This was produced by yon and Norman Boss at Vow 

Stages, Inc.? — — — 

A. Yes . ■ 

Q. It says here, "Communist cultural theoretician 
Xsidor. Schneider acclaimed the New Stages production of 
•Lamp at Midnight*, particularly because of what Schneider 
considered the play's devastating attack on the Catholic 
Church . H 

Now, this Is a review. " 'Lamp at Midnight' can be 
added to the still slim list of social drama. It has obvioun 
relevance to our time. Another science — " strike that. 

A. I might say that Bert Atkinson of the New York 
Times also gave the play a rave review, and certainly not 
from that point of view. Perhaps the reviewer that you 
mentioned read into it what he wanted to, but all the New 
York papers gave It excellent reviews as a new theater group , 
and I personally never saw it as a play attacking the 
Catholic Church, I know. 

Q. I notice here that one of. the board of directors 
of the New Stages was Betty Winkler. 
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A. That was subsequent to —-no* that's true; she 

was, 

Q. How about any other members? 

A. Norman Rose and I started this theater group . 
There was a board of directors of fivet, and the stockholders 
elected two of them. One was Betty Winkler, and the other 
was Alex Soourby, as I recall, S-c-o-u-r-b-y. In fact L it 
wa~s~tfie Left wSigf influences in New Stages that drove Norman 
^ose--and-nyseif^o^r(^igrTr 

Q. You recall when you left? 

A. New Stages? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Some time in the spring of '48, I would guess; 
possibly the fall. 

Q. Robert .Oundladh was connected with New Stages, too, 
wasn't he? 

A. Yes, he was the scene designer, and he was a member 
of the board. He had been with me at the Chekhov Theater as 
a scene designer, and when we started New Stages, I asked bin 
to help us. 

Q. You know nothing other than — 

A. That's all I knew about him. 

Q. Did you know Hestei* Sondergaard as a member of the 
Communiit Party t 

A. Ho, I didn't know that. She' was a member at Mew 
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*• Com. ' 

8. Bhm of the left .ins ,.ttvlti.,t I mean, how 
old r« ma ttl. oonoiooion that it i.ft 

*«. I knew that ,<«. of the „ ople toe „..„ in 
th. Carol* Party who were m thl. group of 150 aot ora, 



•«oh of who. bought .took to W corporation, ancT l guess 
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t h . firs t Inkling o f U .e p rwou^o .«. .hen „ deoMed to „, 
« Pl»7 0.11.4 -Th. R,.p. otm Pro.tltut.,» by Jean-Paul 3artr 
I «.. approached by Bu^y.Wia, who said, »w. don't want 
you to do thl. Play because It 1. wrlttan by an antl-Communisl 
an " 1 " ld th «* "»« doing th. P i.y beoaua. I llke the pla, 
And I suppoa. it was from that moment on that th. left winger, 
Put on a lot of pressure to talc, control of th. theater away 
from Ro.. and myself. One of th. thing, they did practically 
immediately wa. to call a stockholders' meeting and enlarge 
the board of directors from five to seven, in that they felt 
th.t Norman Rose and I and Oundiaoh controlled the group, and 
If they could get four people on the 'board against us, they 
could run the theater the way they wanted to. The theater 
became a series of stockholder and board of directors meetings , 
rather than a theatrical producing organization, and so, we 
resigned. 

Q. Did you know Florence Bean James? 
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A. No. 

Q. According to this, she was in a play called, 
"To Tell You the Truth,* produced by Mew Stages. 

A. I produced that play. What is her name? 

Q. Florence Bean James. She is f ronTSeattle . She 
is head of the Repertoire Play House. 

A. That was a four-character play, and I don't recall 
"her^T5eix^^lir it , unless it was someone who used another name 
-^here~were-omy"two girls in the play. 

Q. When you pulled out of New Stages, a press release 
was released, "Because of a fundamental difference of opin- 
ion between ourselves and the newly enlarged board of 
directors of New Stages, Inc., concerning the company *s 
future purposes and policies, we are tendering our reaignatici 
as managing directors of New Stages, Inc., while still 
retaining our pofcts as production supervisors of !< The 
Respectful Prostitute' and 'Hope is the Thing with Feathers' 
for which we hold separate contracts." 

How, this was all based, or this press release was 
released because of your argument over "The Respectful 
Prostitute 1 * being written by an anti-Cosnnunist? 

A. Ho, it was — that happened much after that — 
that inoident with /Barry Stavls, which was before we ever 
did the play, when we decided to do the play, and the 
pressures put on us and the attempts to take control of the 
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title. *Dee Dee and the Brave." A friend of mine, Richard 
Barr, director, approached me to product the play* J*L— 



eiit^ed^lnto an agreement, and the project never mat»riali*o< 

— -Q, ^tfrt^oirev^ « Coawunlat Party 



member? 

A. Only from what I read In the papers, and I don't 
recall if that was before or after this Incident. The play 
Itself was a comedy about Hollywood that had no polities in 
it at all. 

Q. Mr. Hellweil, what is your opinion of the Ooamunist 
Party today, after having been a member of it for a short 
period of time? 

A. Well, frankly, I know very little about it. I have 
not read any of the literature for many, many years. I don't 
even know if the American Communist Party functions today. 
I have never been approached by anyone who seemed to be a 
Communist in recent years. 

Q. Well, what I was actually getting at in this 
question, would you recommend anybody Joining the Communist 
Party? 
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A. I certainly would not. 
Q. Why? 

A. Because If it still exists and is the way I knew 
it, I feel that it was a very destructive influence in the 
American life, composed of a lot of popple who are self- 
interested, ruthless, and confused about what they were 
trying to accomplish, and they changed_taelr_ minds. .lndisorim 
inately, and, in general, were an ant i -humanitarian organ- 
tzat±on7~Ih~my opinion. I feel I lived through a very 



upsetting experience in New Stages, which was an exmple in 
action of the ruthlessness of these people. 

MR. WHEELER: I have no further questions. 

Do you have anything that you would like to add for the 
record? Did we omit anything we should put in? 

THE WITNESS?:.. I can't think of anything, I don't think. 

MR. WHEELER: Well, Mr. Hellweil, I want to thank you 
a lot for your cooperation, and for coming to the Committee 
voluntarily, and offering us what knowledge you do have of 
the Communist Party, and I sincerely hope, and am sure, the 
Committee would agree that you continue your chosen field 
of work and have continued success. Thank you a lot. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you very much. 

(Thereupon, at 11:30 o'clock a. m., the taking of the 
testimony was concluded . ) 



